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From the Pastor’s Desk 
 

2023 has arrived!!  And I 
desire very much to wish 
you a Happy New Year. 
According to human time 
the old has passed away 
and the new has arrived. 
Advent offered us a time 
for reflective waiting, 
Christmas offered us a 
time to joyfully remember our Lord, and the 
New Year offers us a clean slate – a time to 
lay the past aside and begin again. Because I 
have been in an extended time of reflective 
waiting, joyful celebration, and a time of great 
sadness, I have chosen to share words of wis-
dom from a few of my favorite authors. They, 
though they have long ago gone to be with Je-
sus, are my mentors. I hope you also will be 
encouraged by their writings. I will list the origi-
nal sources if you would like to read more than 
the soundbites I offer here. The idea is to help 
you focus on Christ, our hope; to shift your 
view from the conditions that surround you and 
to help you focus on God’s eternal kingdom, to 
help you remember you are His beloved peo-
ple. 
 
The first writing offers excerpts from A Testa-
ment to Freedom: The Essential Writings of 
Dietrich Bonhoeffer. Bonhoeffer was born in 
Brestau, Germany (now Wroclaw, Poland) and 
died April 9, 1945, in Flossenburg, Germany. 
He was a Protestant theologian who was im-
prisoned and executed because he engaged in 
a plot to overthrow Adolf Hitler.   

He wrote: 
 
Look up, you whose eyes are fixed on this 
earth, you who are captivated by the events 
and changes on the surface of this earth. Look 
up, you who have turned away from heaven to 
this ground because you have become disillu-
sioned . . . Look up, your redemption is drawing 
near. 
 

Something different than you see daily . . . 
something infinitely greater . . . Become aware 

of it, be on guard . . . wait … God will come, 
Jesus will take possession of you, and you will 

be redeemed people! 
 
The second quote is from Here and Now, 
by  Henri J.M. Nouwen . Nouwen was born in 
the Netherlands, where he was ordained a 
Catholic priest. A best-selling writer, he taught 
at the University of Notre Dame, the Yale Divin-
ity School, and Harvard Divinity School and 
had lectured around the world. He found his 
true calling when he became pastor of the L’Ar-
che Daybreak Community, a home for the 
mentally and physically handicapped, in Toron-
to.  He wrote: 
 
It requires a lot of inner solitude and silence to 
become aware of these (God’s divine) mo-
ments . . . The Spirit of God is soft and gentle 
like a small voice or a light breeze. It is the spir-
it of love . . . The Spirit of love says: ‘Don’t be 
afraid to let go of your need to control your own 
life.  Let me [the Holy Spirit] fulfill the true de-
sires of your heart.’ 
 
My last quote is from Rueben P. Job who was 
a United Methodist bishop, pastor, and ac-
claimed author and who served as World Editor 
of the “The Upper Room” publishing program.   
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He was born on February 7, 1928 and went 
home to be with the Lord on January 3, 2015.  
He wrote the following in “A Guide to Prayer 
for All Who Seek God”, 2004 2

nd
 printing: 

 
The Christian life is seldom described as a 
dangerous journey . . .  We are reluctant to 
speak of the cost . . . of following Christ . . . 
The earliest of prophets and saints of this mil-
lennium have all discovered that the way of 
faith is not always the way of ease and com-
fort.  To say yes to God’s call requires saying 
no to our own voice and sometimes to the 
voices of persons and things we love . . . But 
we can pray for and receive guidance and 
strength that will take us safely . . . through the 
dangers and risks we encounter in saying yes 
to the call of God in our time. 
 
You, me, we are God’s beloved. He is always 
with us – even when we are overrun by fear of 
the aging process, when we fear death, when 
we fear the conditions around us.  I encourage 
you to read your Bible more, to meditate on 
what you read, let those meditations bring you 
to pray more, and to serve in any way you 
can. Relax into God’s arms, we are His be-
loved children; He is our faithful redeemer. 
Some of our battles will be lost, but our Re-
deemer lives- because of Him the war is al-
ready won!! 
 
In this New Year I encourage you to shine the 
light of God’s love into whatever darkness you 
experience, work to bring hope to the hope-
less, offer life to the sick, and, yes to the dy-
ing. The Holy Spirit will show you how; we are 
the beloved servants of our all-powerful God. 
Make a difference in our world this year. 
 
Shalom,  
 

Pastor Jimmie 

Another year for God 
 

Another year is dawning; dear Father, let it be, 
in working or in waiting, another year with 
thee.… 

Another year of progress, another year of 
praise, another year of proving thy presence all 
the days. 

Another year of service, of witness for thy love; 
another year of training for holier work above. 

Another year is dawning! Dear Father, let it be, 
on earth, or else in heaven, another year for 
thee. 

—Frances Ridley Havergal 

Schedule of Events 

 

Adult Sunday School ............................ 10:00am 

 

Sunday Service  .................. 11:00am at Church 

 ................. or YouTube (Good Shepherd Cotter)  

Recovery Group—Thursday ............... 10:00am 

   Meet in basement of church 

Dinner and a Movie — Wednesday ..... 4:00pm 

United Methodist Women  January 17 -10:00am 
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We are happy to welcome so many newcomers to our worship services.  Our numbers have been 
small, so some people have been wearing many hats.  We want our services to be representative 
of our total congregation.  So, we are inviting the congregation to look at all the various parts of the 
service and pick a spot where you would like to participate.   Training will be provided for all posi-
tions. 
 
These are positions which are open to all participants: 

 
Acolytes: Bring in the Light of Christ as the service begins and take out the 

Light at the end of service. When we have young people available, 

they perform this service.  Adults fill in when we do not have young 

people in attendance.  Normally one or two at each service. 

Liturgists: Leaders in the flow of worship from welcoming participants, segueing 

from one part of the service to the next from welcoming all at the be-

ginning of the service to bidding farewell at the end of service.   

Communion Assistants: Help the pastor in the distribution of the communion elements and 

collecting the empty cups. 

 Offertory Prayer Readers:  Prior to the collection, a member says a prayer to remind us to be 

grateful givers.  You may write your own prayer or get one from the 

internet or other source. 

Ushers: Welcome people as they enter the church, collect the green prayer 

request cards, and take up the collection. 

Computer operator: A computer operator runs the presentations which are projected on 

the overhead screen. 

Sound operator:   A sound operator runs the sound system, makes sure the micro-

phones are operating properly, and adjusts the volume as needed. 

 The pastor’s grandson does this each week, but we need someone to 

fill in when he can’t be here. 

Proof Reader: Proofing the newsletter, newspaper articles and information we send 

to the radio stations. 

 
Our presentations are prepared by Barb Hilton who is fortunate enough to winter in Arizona.  She 

would be happy to train anyone who would like to prepare the presentations on occasion. 

 
If any of you are good singers, JoAnna Smith, our pianist, would love to have you form a  

choir.   You would not necessarily have to perform in front of the congregation.  You could sing 

from within the congregation.  When Angela can’t be here, we have been making a “joyful noise” 

but I’m sure everyone would appreciate some harmony. 
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JANUARY  FEBRUARY  MARCH 

3  2  3 

Tillman Adkins  Cindy Hughes  Linda Lowe 

11  3  Meghan Steger 

Linda Blenk  Jim Williams  11 

Mark Hilton  8  Angela Criger 

19  Shirley Deviney  13 

Aliyah Snow  10  Ann Whitten 

21  Christian Potts  Lorraine Nelson 

Toby Snow  12   

23  Anthony Steger   

Sadina Tolle  23   

28  Bob Mallard   

Julie Smith     

If you do volunteer for one of these positions, you have a choice of how often you 
will participate.  We normally have signup sheets every quarter with a slot for 
every Sunday in the quarter.  You can sign up for one or more services each 
quarter.  If you are interested, send an email to the church email address:     
22gsmc@gmail.com.    Put “I volunteer” in the subject line. Let us know what 
position you would like.  It would be great to have you actively participating in the 

worship services.  As Uncle  Sam once said, “We need you!” 

about:blank
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Curt and Sadina Tolle 

(L) Linda and  Peter Lowe 

       Jim and Zaidee Williams 



 

 

Good Shepherd Methodist Church 

PO Box 586 

Gassville, AR  72635 

  
Place Label Here 

Listen to KTLO for Church Closing 

or  

Visit KTLO.com 


